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Colombia coast, and, having snatched what plunder he
could here, he returned laden with wealth to England
in 1673.

One of the officers who served with Drake on this voy-
age, JOHN OXENHAM (or Oxnam), of Plymouth, resolved
to forestall Drake in his purpose of being the first English
commander to navigate the great "Southern Ocean". He
is believed to have left England early in 1575 in a ship of
140 tons with seventy men. He made for Nombre de
Dios and entered into relations with the runaway Maroon
negroes. Hearing from them that the gold and silver
coming from Panama to Nombre de Dios on the backs of
mules was now escorted by a band of soldiers, he deter-
mined to do what "no man before enterprised". Landing
at the place where Francis Drake had had his conference
with the negroes, he covered his ship (which he dragged
as much as possible on shore) with boughs of trees, hid
his cannon in the ground, and so, not leaving any man
behind, took two pieces of artillery and some calivers (or
guns which could be carried on the shoulders), and a good
store of provisions. Thus equipped he went with the
negroes about 36 miles inland till he reached a river that
flowed towards the Pacific Ocean. Here he cut wood and
made a pinnace, which was 45 feet long by the keel.
And in this pinnace he rowed and sailed down the river
into the Pacific Ocean, taking six negroes with him as
guides.

In this way he reached the Island of Pearls, which was
about 75 miles from Panama, and along the route which
was followed by the Spanish ships proceeding from Peru
to Panama. On this island he concealed himself, his
crew, and his boat, lying in wait to attack the Spanish
ships. At last there came a small bark sailing from the